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Svete Tihiy    Gladsome Light 
 

Svete tihiy, sviatiya slavi,   Gladsome light of the holy glory 
Bezsmertnago, Ottsa, Nebesnago,  of the Father immortal, heavenly, 
sviatago, Blazhennago, Iisuse Hriste!  holy, blessed Jesus Christ! 
Prishedshe na zapad solntsa,   now that we have come to the setting sun, 
videvshe svet vecherniy,   and behold the evening light, 
poyem Ottsa, Sina,    we hymn Thee, Father, Son     
i Sviatago Duha, Boga.   and Holy Spirit, Lord. 
Dostoin yesi vo fsia vremena   Meet is it that all times Thou    
pet biti glasi propodobnimi;   shouldest be magnified by voices propitious; 
Sine Bozhiy, zhivot dayay,   O Son of God, Who bestowest life, 
Temzhe mir Tia slavit.   for which cause the world doth glorify Thee. 

(text from the Eastern orthodox All- Night Vigil) 
 
Musical Miscellany: 

There is almost always a half-note pulse to this piece at about 52 beats per minute. That pulse can move forward or pull back. I usually 
provide numerous specific tempo fluctuation markings in my music, but I think for this piece, I would rather trust the good sense of a 
sensitive conductor and choir as to how the piece “moves and breathes”. During mm. 24-31 I feel the  pulse as a whole note, and care 
should be taken that there are no breaks in the sound here. 
For ease of communication during rehearsals the two choirs are labeled SATB. That does not mean that a big choir should be 
arbitrarily divided in half for this piece, as  it is obvious that Choir 1 is pitched higher than Choir 2. I would suggest adjusting 
personnel to provide a good sound in each choir’s particular tessitura. Perhaps one way of achieving appropriate  voice types for this 
piece would be Choir 1- SSTBar and Choir 2 AATB. 
 
 The piano reduction generally places Choir 1 in the treble clef and Choir 2 in the bass clef. This allows the pianist to see the general 
rhythms and tonalities of each choir more easily than if there were rampant choral overlaps between the two staves. There have been a 
few notes omitted so that the piano part is more easily playable.   
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