Four or Five Tadpoles

Shimpei Kusano Paul'Carey
(translation by Cid Corman)

Gently; with a very fluid, floating pulse J: 60
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*Vibraphone: play very smooth glissandos on the "black keys" only. Try for very subtle effects; you
might think of the vibraphone as representing the water in the tadpole’s pond.
Use the sustain pedal during these glissando passages.
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*The marimba part should be performed by two players.
This will allow one player to keep the bass clef tremolos going continuously.
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The small group singers should strive for a gently ringing headtone, while the main choir
passages should be more passionate and warmer (and with more vibrato). The small groups
represent tadpoles situated in different parts of the pond, and therefore each group should be
placed creatively in different areas of the stage. The enitre piece will succeed only if all the
singers, conductor, and instrumenatlists become the tadpoles!
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* during each main chorus section- add very soft OFFSTAGE

bamboo windchime sounds plus just a little bit of belltree sound
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Slightly Slower
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both here and at mm. 70-78: play the bass clef
marimba part an octave lower if you have a

marimba with that capability
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